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Sample Website Content for Planned Giving



Entry Page

Your Legacy Creates a Brighter Future 

Planned gifts enable ABC CHARITY to sustain and strengthen our critical services for the benefit of succeeding generations.  (Insert additional promotional language about organization)  There are many ways to make a planned gift and these long-term commitments do not compromise your current financial security.  Best of all, these gifts send a strong message to your family and community about the importance of helping the most vulnerable among us.

Help us bring hope and reassurance to future families who need a partner like ABC CHARITY.  We invite you to consider any of the following ways to include a gift to ABC CHARITY in your estate plans:

	

Gifts in Your Will of Trust:
A Testament to Your Kindness

	
Beneficiary Designations:
Legacies Made Easy
	

Ways to Benefit Family
and Charity









Gifts in Your Will or Trust

Making a gift to ABC CHARITY in your will or trust is easy to do.  Your attorney can include the necessary language in your will, a codicil to your will, or your revocable living trust.  Here are suggested clauses to include in these documents that you should review with your attorney:

Unrestricted Purpose
I give, devise and bequeath [identify here the specific sum of money, the specific asset or the portion of the residual estate] to ABC Charity, 111 Any Street, Anytown, WA  98030 in such a manner as the Board of Trustees of ABC Charity may direct.

Restricted
I give, devise and bequeath [identify here the specific sum of money, the specific asset or the portion of the residual estate] to ABC Charity, 111 Any Street, Anytown, WA  98030, specifically for [describe the primary purpose, such as early intervention, center-based therapy, or therapy equipment, etc. Use general language so that the restriction is not so limited as to prevent ABC CHARITY from applying the money in the most efficient way.]

If it is determined by the Board of Trustees of ABC Charity that all or part of the gift is no longer needed, or for any reason cannot be used for the stated purpose, then such portion of the gift may be used for other related purposes, which the Board of Trustees deems to be in the best interests of ABC Charity, giving consideration to the original purposes described above.

Please call Jane Smith of ABC CHARITY at (206) 111-1111 to explore if this option is right for you.  This is not professional legal or tax advice.  Please consult your professional advisor about the consequences of this gift to your situation.




Beneficiary Designations:  Future Gifts Made Easy

There are simple and easy ways to support the future of ABC CHARITY without hiring an attorney.  Make ABC CHARITY a beneficiary of a bank, brokerage account, retirement plan, life insurance policy or annuity.  Upon your death, assets in these accounts are passed to beneficiaries without going through probate:

POD & TOD Accounts 
Payable-on-Death (POD) accounts allow you to name ABC CHARITY as a beneficiary of your bank or credit union savings account, checking account or CD.  A similar arrangement called a Transfer- on-Death (TOD) account, allows you to name ABC CHARITY as a beneficiary of your stocks, bonds and mutual funds. 
IRA Beneficiary 
Include ABC CHARITY as a beneficiary of your retirement plan, such as a traditional IRA or 401(k) account, simply by updating the beneficiary designation form, which can be obtained from the plan administrator.  Naming ABC CHARITY as the primary beneficiary of your retirement plan eliminates income and estate taxes on that asset. 
What You Will Need: 
Although forms will differ from one financial institution to the next, you will need our legal name and address: 
ABC Charity
111 Any Street 
Anytown, WA 98030
Tax ID Number: 91-1111111

A Gift of Life Insurance:  The Power of Leverage 
A gift of life insurance is an easy, affordable and convenient way to make a large gift to ABC CHARITY at an affordable cost.  If you have an existing policy that you no longer need, here are three typical ways that you can convert that forgotten asset into a gift for vulnerable children in the community: 
· Name ABC CHARITY as a beneficiary of your life insurance policy.  
· Make ABC CHARITY the owner of a paid-up policy.
· Make ABC CHARITY the owner of a policy for which you continue to make premium payments.
Please call Jane Smith of ABC CHARITY at (206) 111-1111 to explore if this option is right for you.  This is not professional legal or tax advice.  Please consult your professional advisor about the consequences of this gift to your situation.

Ways to Benefit Family and Charity:
Avoid Capital Gains Tax and Receive Income for Life

Some planned gifts are designed to provide significant benefits for both the charity and the donor.  A charitable remainder trust (CRT) is a great example of this.  That’s because it enables you to: 
· Avoid or defer paying capital gains taxes on the sale of appreciated assets;
· Convert highly appreciated, underperforming assets into an income stream;  
· Diversify the portfolio of assets upon which you depend on for income;  
· Enjoy an income tax deduction now;  
· Reduce your estate taxes; and   
· Provide significant financial support for ABC CHARITY’s programs.

Here’s how it works:

Step 1: 	Transfer cash or the highly appreciated asset(s) to a tax-exempt trust.  You select a trustee, such as a bank, to serve in that role. 

Step 2: 	The trustee sells the asset but does not have to pay capital gains taxes on the sale, because the trust is tax exempt.  

Step 3: 	The trustee reinvests the proceeds of the sale in assets that produce 
			income. 

Step 4: 	You and/or your beneficiaries receive income or a payout from the trust’s assets for the rest of your life or the term that you choose. The payout can be either a fixed percentage of the trust’s assets valued annually (unitrust) or a fixed dollar amount (annuity trust). 

Step 5: 	You will be entitled to receive a significant income tax charitable deduction the year you transfer the asset into the trust. 

Step 6: 	At the end of your life or the chosen trust term, the assets that remain in the trust are transferred to a charity of your choice, such as ABC Charity.  




Give Your Home While You Continue to Live in It
Through a retained life estate, you can donate your home or farm to ABC CHARITY and continue to live there or utilize the property for the rest of your life.  You will be responsible for the house’s ongoing taxes, maintenance and insurance per an agreement with ABC CHARITY.  Like all gifts of real estate, we must review and approve the transfer ahead of time.  If the gift is approved, you can deed the property to ABC CHARITY while reserving your right to live there for the rest of your life.  You get a sizeable income tax deduction today without having to surrender immediate control of your residence or agricultural property.  Upon your death, the property passes to ABC CHARITY outside probate.

Making a Gift to Your Charity and Your Children
The charitable lead trust enables you to pass assets to your heirs at a reduced tax cost by making intervening payments to a charity like ABC CHARITY.   The lead trust holds appreciating assets for your lifetime or for a term of years, and pays an annual payout to ABC CHARITY.   ABC CHARITY benefits from the guaranteed payouts from the lead trust while your family enjoys several tax advantages:  

· The gift assets placed in the lead trust are frozen in value for transfer-tax purposes as of the date the trust is formed. When the trust terminates and the assets pass to your family, all intervening appreciation will escape gift and estate tax.

· Payouts to ABC CHARITY further reduce the taxable value of the trust assets when they pass to your family. This feature makes the lead trust especially useful if you are holding assets likely to appreciate significantly before they are transferred to the next generation.

Please call Jane Smith of ABC CHARITY at (206) 111-1111 for a no-obligation illustration of your tax and financial benefits from this gift and to explore if this option is right for you. This is not professional legal or tax advice.  Please consult your professional advisor about the consequences of this gift to your situation.
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